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sanskriti hi:
rakshathi rakshitha:



“God has guaranteed sunrise everyday to enlighten our world. In return, we 

must guarantee Him our dedicated and selfless service to brighten the lives 

of others everyday, especially the less fortunate!”

                                                                           –    Abhyudaya Foundation

With the blessings of :

Sadguru Dr. Sivananda Murthy garu

Pravachana Brahma Sri Chaganti Koteswara Sarma garu

Sangeetha Kalanidhi Sri Nedunuri Krishnamurthy garu
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The very ‘Sankalp’ to bring out this book is the divine order of Lord Venkateswara 

and hence this is His Work. As his instrument I brought out this work which I 

humbly dedicate to - 

My Dear Parents, Sadguru, my teachers, my family members, my employers, my 

friends and to all those who have been an inspiration to me during the last 75 years. 

Last but not the least, this book is also dedicated to all those who have a concern for 

the society and who have been promoting, nurturing the Indian Culture, Arts and 

the Value systems across all sections of the society especially the youth who are the 

future of this country.

Kakinada Badam Madhava Rao
December 25, 2013 Abhyudaya Foundation
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Preface
The objective of this book is not personal gratification, nor is it aimed at attracting 

donations for Abhyudaya Foundation. Through this book, B.M. Rao(BMR) aims to 

propagate the idea of serving the society and respecting our value system – listening 

to our hearts.

BMR believes that the society needs to be told about the righteous people and their 

good deeds and thus celebrate their virtues and selflessness, with the hope that this 

will sow the seeds of inspiration for the next generation to follow.



I am pleased to learn that the Abhyudaya Foundation is celebrating its 

15th Anniversary and is bringing out a publication in commemoration with the 

celebrations.

Sri Badam Madhava Rao Garu is a distinguished philanthropist who has made 

immense contribution for the overall development of Pithapuram. Though not 

born rich, it is his quality of kindness in heart and spirit of hard work that 

has made him dedicate to the welfare of the people and society.

His contribution to the promotion of Indian Culture, Art and Music 

is exemplary. It is befitting that he is honoured with titles such as 

Vadanya Sekhara, Kalabandhu, Vysya Ratna, etc.

The spirit of Social service is not new to mankind. It is the inborn instinct 

to serve that has made like-minded persons to start voluntary organizations, 

Trusts and Foundations to help the poor and needy.

I wish Sri Madhava Rao, a long happy and healthy life in his service to the 

people. I wish Abhyudaya Foundation all success in its endeavours.

Chennai
December 7, 2013 Dr. K. Rosaiah

Dr. K. Rosaiah
Governor of Tamilnadu



I am happy to learn that Abhyudaya Foundation is publishing a Coffee Table 

Book to showcase the activities of the Foundation. The visionary approach by 

Sri Badam Madhava Rao to share the fruits of his success with society, the 

Foundation established on 25th December, 1998 with an objective to create a 

better tomorrow for the children of today, is highly appreciated.

The organisation built on voluntaryism has demonstrated that people care for 

each other and one willing to devote their time and money for the betterment 

of community. 

I congratulate Abhyudaya Foundation for upholding the great “Bharatiya 

Sanskriti” right from the beginning in a righteous path, for providing 

encouragement to all the talented artists and in protecting and promotion of 

Indian culture.

On the occasion of the publication of Abhyudaya Foundation Coffee Table 

Book, I extend my good wishes to Sri Badam Madhava Rao and all those 

associated with the Foundation for many more years of purposeful service to 

the community and nation.

New Delhi
December 6, 2013 M.M. Pallam Raju

M.M. Pallam Raju
Minister of Human Resource Development

Government of India

Sri Badam Madhava Rao is a very close friend to me for a long time. He is a unique 

personality with totally self made stature of a high order. He was brought up in 

a traditional, devotional and simple background with importance to values and 

principles. All these aspects reflected the personality of his father. Walking out 

of home in youth with no helpers or supporters, by sheer effort and honesty he 

emerged as a man of consequence in professional life. Having entered a mature 

part of life for quite some time now, he has become a supporter of the causes of 

education, culture, health of poor etc, with his munificence. His reputation in 

society has not made him proud and he is accessible to one and all.

This small script is quite humble like Sri Madhava Rao himself. I wish Sri 

Madhava Rao many many years of good health and cheer in the service to 

the society.

Bheemunipatnam
Novmber 22, 2013 Dr. K. Sivananda Murthy

Mahamahopadhyaya, Desikottama
Sadguru Dr. K. Sivananda Murthy



Mr. B. M. Rao is known to me for the last forty years. I have lots of admiration 

for his commitment to achieving excellence in every activity that he undertakes.

As part of the Infosys policy of rewarding employees for their contribution 

to company’s growth, several high performing employees have been awarded 

equity share. Mr. Rao was one such person. I am happy to note that he has 

used his earnings for the benefit of the society. I understand he has undertaken 

several social activities such as building a High School for Girls, an ICU and a 

community hall.

My best wishes to Mr. Rao on his 75th birthday and 15 years of service of the 

Abhyudaya Foundation.

Bengaluru

December 7, 2013 N. R. Narayana Murthy
Executive Chairman

Sri Badam Madhava Rao Garu is known to me for the last several years.

Starting his career with a very small position as clerk in village panchayat, he has 

steadily reached the position of Senior Administrator at TELCO (now TATA 

MOTORS) and finally held the place of Advisor (Communication Design) at 

Infosys, Bengaluru. His commitment, vision, discipline and hard work have 

fetched him the ‘Infosys Excellence Award’ thrice and he is the only employee 

to receive like this.

He has established “Abhyudaya Foundation” and has a Wonderful Vision about 

“Service”. The Foundation established ICU and NICU wings, both dedicated to 

help needy poor patients and children at Christian Medical Centre, Pithapuram. 

He has also built a Girls` High School and donated it to the State Govt. apart 

from building a library and a community hall. He has served all fields ranging 

from education to music.

A book about the life of Sri Madhava Rao Garu is highly needed in the present 

context as I believe that it will inspire the young brains in the field of service. 

I pray God for a long healthy and peaceful life to Sri Madhava Rao Garu.

Kakinada
December 2, 2013 Chaganti Koteswara Sarma

Pravachana Brahma
Sri. Chaganti Koteswara Sarma

N R Narayana Murthy
Infosys Technologies Ltd.



Maha Sahasraavadhani, Sagaraghosha kavi
Dr. Garikipati Narasimha Rao=∞Ç̈ ã̈Ç̈Ï„™ê= è̂•x, ™êQÆ~°Ñ¶̈∞’+̈ Hõq

_®II QÆiH̃áê\̃ #~°ã≤OÇ̈~å=Ù, ZO.Ñ¶≤Öò, Ñ≤.ÃÇÏKü._ç.,

JÉèí∞º Œ̂Ü«∂xH˜ Jaè#O Œ̂#

H˘O «̀=∞Ok H˘xflO\̃ HÀã̈O Ñ̈Ù_»̀ å~°∞. "åix HÍ~°}[#∞‡Å∞ JO\ÏO. ÉÏ Œ̂O =∂ è̂Œ=~å=Ù QÍ~°∞
HÍH˜<å_» "ÕkHõQÍ ã¨HõÅ HõàÏÉèí∞º^ŒÜ«∞ ™ê^èŒ# HÀã¨O Ñ¨Ù\Ïì~°∞. Jk J#∞‰õΩ#fl ^•xHõO>Ë =ÚO^Õ
™êkèOKå~°∞.

™êÇ≤Ï`«ºOÖ’, ã¨Ow`«OÖ’, <å@ºOÖ’ kQÆÌO`«∞ÖÏ¡O\˜ "åix HÍH˜<å_»‰õΩ Ñ≤eÑ≤Oz ã¨∂~°ºHõàÏ
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P ã̈∂~°º„Ñ̈™ê Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# P~ÀQÍºxfl JO Œ̂iH© JO Õ̂ÖÏ KÕã≤ HÍH̃<å_» „Ñ̈[ÖËfl HÍ Œ̂∞ J~°∞›Ö̌·# "å~°O Œ̂ih
'P~ÀQÆº =∞Ç̈ÉèÏQÆº=O «̀∞efl— KÕâß~°∞.

Ñ≤~îåÑ̈Ù~°OÖ’x „Ñ̈Éèí∞ «̀fi ÉÏeHõÅ áê~î°âßÅx Ys ≥̂·# áê~î°âßÅÅH̃ nè@∞QÍ fiÛk^•Ì~°∞. Wxfl KÕã≤#
=∂ è̂Œ=~å=Ù QÍix U=∞x Ñ≤Å∞^•ÌO – ã̈HõÖÏÉèí∞º Œ̂Ü«∞ ™ê è̂Œ‰õΩ_»∞, ã̈=∞ã̈Î â◊√Éèí̂ •Ü«∞‰õΩ_»∞ JO^•O.

"åiH̃, "åi ã̈Oã̈÷‰õΩ =∂ WÅ"ÕÅ∞Ê Hõ#Hõ̂ Œ∞~åæ̂ Õq ã̈HõÅ „âıÜ«∞ã̈∞ûÅOkOK«∞QÍHõ !

ÉèÏQÆº#QÆ~°O
1–12–13

The ultimate purpose of one’s personal wealth is in its utility to the service of 

society and its cultural heritage. That is the honest belief and practical message 

of Madhava’s Social Philosophy.

I and Badam Madhava Rao, whom I affectionately call “Madhava” hail from the 

same town, Pithapuram a divine place. Madhava, is younger to me by almost a 

decade and his father late Sri. Apprarao Gupta was a music teacher.

Nearly, after a gap of 50 years Madhava met me in his 50’s. From the past two 

decades, I feel ecstatic about his ever increasing, phenomenal service to our 

music and culture. His tenacity in inculcating the traditional spirit in younger 

generation is ideal and exemplary. 

Madhava is a man of artistic taste with simple living and high thinking.

Sanskriti hi Rakshathi Rakshitha is his modernistic logo. Truly and aptly he named 

the Foundation “ABHYUDAYA” the executive arm of his cultural heart. 

Long Live Madhava.

Visakhapatnam
November 14, 2013 Dr. Nedunuri Krishna Murthy

Sangeetha Kalanidhi 
Dr. Nedunuri Krishna Murthy
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The Golden
Sacrifice

After the war of Kurukshetra, King Yudhisthira performed a sacrificial ritual 

wherein he gave away unimaginable wealth. As everyone was praising his 

benevolence, a half-golden mongoose suddenly appeared and began rolling on 

the ground. The mystical creature (It could speak!) told the King that it was 

trying to turn its other half golden but couldn’t. It then talked about witnessing 

a King’s sacrifice so magnanimous in nature that after rolling on that ground, 

half its body had turned golden. Only if it witnessed another sacrifice as great 

as that, its other half would turn golden as well.

Everyone was curious to hear about this other King and his Kingdom – greater 

than Yudhisthira and mightier than Hastinapura in that order! To everyone’s 

surprise, the mongoose narrated the incident of a righteous brahman family 

residing in a famine-struck village. After days of starving, they had somehow 

managed to get a little food. As they were about to eat, an unexpected guest 

arrived and they happily gave him all the food they had … Realizing the true 

spirit of sacrifice epitomised by the brahman family, Yudhishtira was humbled.

With this inspiring story the saga of B.M. Rao and Abhyudaya 
Foundation begins.



An Uncommon 
Man

The ‘uncommon common’ man. Yes, he is no Bill Gates or a Birla for that matter… He’s 

Badam Madhava Rao – the founder of Abhyudaya Foundation.

In today’s world when a family man, not a king or a billionaire, but someone ordinary like you 

and me, selflessly devotes himself to social good and goes ahead to donate a sizeable sum of 

money from his savings for good causes, it is a pioneering sacrifice. It is an encouragement 

for ‘people like us’ to do our bit for the community. With an initial ‘contribution’ of  

Rs. 5 crores, BMR has established Abhyudaya Foundatin to undertake several welfare 

activities. Returns on the investments are used for the furtherance of the Foundation 

objectives and he is ever ready to serve the society, even at the age of 75!

He is truly the personification of the famous saying, “Be the change you wish to see in the world.”



“The objective of the Foundation is 

to preserve, nurture and promote culture and other value 

systems that would change the youth’s outlook”.

Abhyudaya 
Foundation

Abhyudaya Foundation was established by BMR 

on the 25th of December, 1998, at Pithapuram 

(his birthplace), East Godavari District,Andhra 

Pradesh.

‘Janani janmabhoomischa swargadapi gariyasi.’ In 

Sanskrit it means: mother and motherland mean 

more than heaven; and it means more than the 

world to BMR himself.

Beginning with the renovation of the centuries-old 

“Kunthi Madhavaswamy” temple, the Foundation 

also built a library, a community hall at Pithapuram 

and the good work goes on till today.

The Foundation is one of the initial contributors of  

Rs. 2,50,000 to the Akshaya Patra Scheme (mid-

day meal scheme for school children) run by 

ISKCON, Bengaluru.

The Foundation has also contributed to a number 

of social, cultural and educational organisations 

across the state of Andhra Pradesh. To name a few, 

the Institute of Engineers Building, Kakinada Eye 

Foundation, Saraswathi Gana Sabha, Sangeeta 

Sravanthi, Andhra Music Academy, Ashrama 

Sravan (Old-age Home) among others.

Abhyudaya Foundation aims at upholding the 

great “Bharatiya Sanskriti” – the fountainhead of 

priceless knowledge and abundant righteousness.

Abhyudaya Foundation extends financial 

assistance for higher education to the talented 

needy without any discrimination. The Foundation 

generously donates for various causes irrespective 

of caste, creed or religion.

The Foundation has instituted awards to recognize 

eminent personalities in different fields.

n Abhyudaya Sahiti Puraskar for literary brilliance 

(a citation, a memento, a purse of Rs. 25,000) 

– 2011 

n Sri Ampasayya Naveen, Warangal. Recipient 

of 2009 Central Sahitya Academy ‘Writer in 

Residency’ Award.

n Sri A. N. Jagannadha Sharma, Editor, ‘Navya’ 

weekly, 2012

n Sri Syed Saleem, IRS, Joint Commissioner 

of Income Tax, Hyderabad. Recipient of 2010 

Central Sahitya Academy Award

n Abhyudaya Seva Puraskar (a citation, a 

memento, a purse of Rs. 25,000) –

n Sri P. V. Ramanaiah Raja, Chairman, Sri Raja 

Lakshmi Foundation, Chennai for being a role 

model in honouring world famous personalities in 

different fields for over 30 years.

sanskrithi hi: rakshathi rakshitha:

The Foundation is just doing what it believes is right.



A Gift for the 
Girl Child

B.M. Rao’s gift to his “granddaughters” – The Girls’ High School at Pithapuram was built at 

a cost of over Rs.1 crore. Established to help the underprivileged children, it is the flagship 

project of the Foundation. The school is not just a modern-day educational institution but 

an ideology in itself. In BMR’s own words, “The primary objective was to create a better 

tomorrow for the children of today”. He believes that just being classroom and family-

educated is not enough, but being society-educated is also important, which is only possible 

through value-based, holistic education.

B.M. Rao wants his ‘model’ school to be like a great oak, better still, like a majestic banyan 

tree, which is rooted in our indigenous value system; and which doesn’t let the tides of time 

erode what we have revered for centuries and generations.

Today, The Girls’ High School– a landmark in itself - has approximately 1,000 students. 

Set in pristine surroundings, it is spread over 5 lush green acres; there are more than 1,000 

trees on the campus! The school building sports all modern infrastructure facilities, with 

a carpet area of 40,000 sq.ft. The school has now been donated to the government and is 

called ‘Badam Madhava Rao Govt. Girls’ High School’.

Deep-rooted Values and a Thousand Trees



An Early Lesson 
for the First Boy

B.M. Rao had been a topper at school but it was one significant year that inspired 

him to become a topper in life as well. He studied in R.R.B.H.R. Government High 

School in Pithapuram. While in the 8th standard, his family faced an unforeseen 

financial crisis. Being the eldest son of the family, he was asked by his father to quit 

school and work in a grocery shop to start earning.

He recollects: at first he cried; and then when the tears dried up, he prayed to 

God. God answered after one year. Seeing a brilliant student’s career wasting away, 

a neighbour came forward to help him… and, he was able to resume his education. 

That day BMR, at the tender age of 13, took an oath that when he himself 

succeeded in life, he would do everything in his power to help poor children pursue 

their education. He also wrote an article on the importance of education which 

was published in the school magazine, 

and was admired by his teachers for 

its depth and maturity. Later in life, 

he helped the same neighbour’s family 

when they were in financial distress, 

by helping their daughter get married.

Well, doesn’t it make you proud that the good old 
values still exist?



“Mental poverty is the only
impediment to serving the society.”

– Abhyudaya Foundation



B.M. Rao strongly believes that “mental poverty is the ONLY impediment to serving the 

society”. Once, Mother Teresa narrated a story which inspires him till today. When asked 

by a journalist whether the happiest moment in her life was winning the Nobel prize, she 

had replied that it was a poor dhobi’s singular good deed that had touched her more deeply. 

One day, a dhobi came and insisted on meeting her. She asked the nuns to allow him inside 

and asked how she could help him. To her surprise, the dhobi said that it was he himself 

who would like to do social service. He pleaded that they should allow him to do the 

laundry work for her mission which took care of leprosy patients!

BMR often talks about another anecdote that inspired him a lot. It was about a labourer 

in Rajahmundry who frequently donated money to the slum children so that they could go 

to school. On hearing the news of such a poor man parting with his meagre earnings for 

a great cause, the local traders and shop-owners were stirred. They offered to collectively 

contribute for the worthy cause so dear to him.

The question is, where do we, the educated and the 
well-off, stand?

Inspiration from 
Real-life Stories



Atidhi Devobhava
For centuries, the Indian society has believed in – “Atidhi Devobhava”, which means that 

a guest should be treated like a God.

Dokka Sitamma (1841–1909), a saintly woman, followed this saying religiously. Blessed 

with a heart overflowing with motherly love, Sitamma adopted the poor as her sons and 

daughters and used to feed them whenever they came to her house. In fact, she did not 

step out of her house fearing that a hungry visitor may drop by any time. Once she decided 

to go to a temple which stood across the Godavari River. As she waited on the river bank, 

a boat carrying a large family landed. She heard them consoling the crying children that 

they could get something to eat once they reached Sitamma’s house. She immediately 

turned back for her village, so as to be ready to receive them! 

It is said that on the day of Sitamma’s death, many had seen a giant stream of light 

shooting up from the roof of her house, making its way to heaven. After her death, she was 

rechristened ‘Apara Annapurna’ – an incarnation of Goddess Annapurna.

There are many such stories around us, only if we have the 
will to notice and practice.



The Most 
Satisfying Response
 An M.Sc. student, belonging to the minority community said, “I’ll do something for the 

society in return when I start earning.” This is a perfect example of how one good deed 

encourages another; how moral values are passed on from one generation to another.



The Laughing Club
“I have retired.”; “I am done with my duties.”; “ It’s time for taking rest”… 

What does one do normally after retirement? Go for morning walks and join a 

Laughing Club!

As for B.M. Rao, he pursued his social service activities with renewed zeal 

after retiring from Infosys. The whole argument is not about forsaking 

healthy early-morning pursuits. It is about ushering in a new dawn. 

He quotes, “Retirement may be from service or job but not from life!”

In fact, he believes that the opportune moment to engage in social service 

is after retirement. There are so many precious years left – years, when one 

can use the treasure trove of one’s wisdom and experience for social good. 

Before retirement you were dedicated to your job and your family, you did 

not have the time then. What about now? Prove that social service is not a 

rich man’s pastime.



Pithapuram 
- Dakshina Kasi

Unearthing a Treasure
Pithapuram, a small town in East Godavari Dist. 

Andhra Pradesh, known as Dakshin Kasi, is a pilgrimage 

destination. Of the 18 Shakti Peethams - Puruhoothika 

Shakti Peetham is located here. Paada Gaya one of the 

3 Gayas in India - Siro Gaya (Varanasi), Naabhi Gaya 

(near Nashik) and Paada Gaya (Pithapuram) where 

the presiding deity Lord Kukkuteswara is known to be 

‘Swayambhoo’. Centuries-old Kunti Madhava Swamy  

temple is also located here. This temple is said to have 

been visited by the Pandavas and their mother Kunti 

(hence the name). Temple of Sripada Sri Vallabha, 

hailed as the reincarnation of Lord Dattatreya is also 

located here.

The Maharaja of Pithapuram has donated vast stretches of land for public good; and built 

hospitals, schools, colleges, orphanages, and temples. The Maharaja has also donated huge 

sums of money to promote literacy and cultural activities. B.M. Rao is often referred to as 

the succeeding philanthropist – ‘A King at heart!’.

Abhyudaya Foundation House in Pithapuram reflects a characteristic Indianness, 

reminiscent of a Golden Age mentioned in our history books and sacred texts. It echoes 

BMR’s deep attachment with the Foundation – his second home; and his first love!

The building, built in 1936, was restored to its past glory at a cost of over Rs. 40 lakhs and 

was rechristened by his holiness Sri Sri Tridandi China Jeeyar Swamy as abhyudaya house.

It is proposed to establish a cultural library in the annexe to the building. The open space 

can accommodate about 200 people. The house is currently being used for health camps, 

book release functions, etc.



Matru Devobhava, 
Pitru Devobhava…

Translated from Sanskrit, it means - one’s mother 

and father are equivalent to God. B.M. Rao has built 

a community hall at Pithapuram, dedicated to the 

Vysya Community, in memory of his parents. BMR 

also established ‘Sri Badam Apparao Gupta Memorial 

Trust’ in memory of his father – the Late Sri Badam 

Apparao Gupta Bhagavatar, who had been awarded 

the title of ‘Srimadramayana Harikatha Ratnakara’ for 

rendering the Ramayana Harikatha in inimitable style 

for over 50 years.

Sangeetha Kalanidhi Sri Nedunuri Krishna Murthy garu 

is the Honorary Advisor to the Trust.

Mother Smt. Appala Raju is a source of inspiration and 

an example for sacrifice. With the major family income she brought up 13 children and as always been 

kind to whoever approached for help. Her sacrifice can not just be described in words. It is known that 

at times she had even foregone her meals for the sake of feeding the children and guests.

The Trust has published an out-of-print book titled Srimadramayana Tatwa Kadhanam by Balavyasa, 

Tarka Vyakarana Vedanthakesari, Vyakaranalankaara Sri Varanasi Subrahmanya Sastry garu of 

Pithapuram.

Sri Badam Apparao Gupta Memorial Trust honours eminent musicians every year. The award carries 

a cash prize of Rs. 50,000, a Memento and a Shawl are presented on the occasion.

The awardees so far-

Sangeetha Kalanidhi Sri Nedunuri Krishna Murthy, Visakhapatnam

Mahamahopadhyaya (Late) Dr. Nookala China Satyanarayana, Hyderabad

Sangeetha Saraswathi (Late) Sri Puranam Purushotham Sastry, Hyderabad

Mrudanga Vidwan Sri V. Kamalakara Rao, Rajahmundry

Sangeetha Vidyanidhi Sri Annavarapu Ramaswamy, Vijayawada

Mrudanga Shabdabrahma (Late) Sri Dandamuri Rammohana Rao, Vijayawada

Vidwan Sri Malladi Suribabu, Vijayawada

Annamayya Nadajyothi Sri Garimella Balakrishna Prasad, Tirupathi

Kalaimamani Kum. Avasarala Kanyakumari, Chennai

Nadaswara Ratna Sri Ongole N. Rangayya, Ongole

Sangeetha Nataka Academy Awardees Sri D. Seshachari and Sri D. Raghavachari (Hyderabad Bros.)



sanskrithi hi:
rakshathi rakshitha:

Music, Soul, and 
the Conscience



B.M. Rao firmly believes that the virtuous values that he treasures must be passed on to the next 

generation – like we transfer our acquired wealth to our heirs. He quotes, “It is our arts and culture 

that bond us together.” 

In tune with its mantra of propagating ‘Bharatiya Sanskriti’, Abhyudaya Foundation organizes 

a cultural festival of the highest calibre, every year. Many a celebrated musician and dancer has 

repeatedly expressed his or her pleasure in performing under the aegis of Abhyudaya Foundation.

Maestros like Pandit Ajay Chakraborthy, Ronu Mazumdar, Rajesh Vaidhya, M. Balamurali Krishna, 

Nedunuri Krishna Murthy, Mandolin Shrinivas, Flute 

Shashank, Pandit Viswamohan Bhatt, 

Sri Unnikrishanan, Sri Pasumarthi Ramalinga Sastry, 

Smt. Prerana Srimali, Sri Karaikudi Mani, 

Smt. Kaushiki Chakraborty, Dr. Kadri Gopalnath, 

Kum. Vishnavi Sainath, Sri Goreti Venkanna, 

Prf. R. Visweswaran, Sri Ganesh and Sri Kumaresh, 

Dr. Alekhya Punjala, Dr. Ananda Shankar Jayanth 

and many others have regaled the audiences.

Culture is our strength. We must respect it thus maintain our humanness 
and safeguard our future. Music, Arts, Literature, etc., are integral part 
of our culture.

Sampradaya Sanskritika 
Vaibhavam

– Abhyudaya Foundation





Little Stars 
Shining Bright

Abhyudaya Foundation has been organizing music competitions every year, for the last 

10 years, to recognise and encourage talented youngsters. The competitions are divided into 

2 age groups: ‘up to 15 years’ and ‘16 to 25 years’. Both vocal and instrumental performances 

are judged by eminent musicians, and cash-prizes for the winners range between Rs. 500 

and Rs. 10,000. Extraordinarily talented ones are presented with Silver/Gold Medal.

A 3-member team of well known musicians form part of the evaluation team and prizes are 

awarded strictly on merit.

With each passing year, the performance standards are soaring and, at times, the sheer 

talent of these youngsters is just incredible. The competitions are initially held at Kakinada, 

has spread and is now held in 5 major cities across Andhra Pradesh. It is conducted in a 

grand manner, attracting a larger audience every time.

‘Thyagaraja Pancharatna Seva’ exclusively by children is one fine example. State-level 

annual music competitions follow one-hour concert by prize winners –  a unique concept – 

to inculcate in them the ‘kutcheri’ culture. 









sanskrithi hi:
rakshathi rakshitha:



Grounded in 
Selfless Service

When the State of Gujarat was stricken by a devastating earthquake, B.M. Rao took a 

firm resolve to act; and act quickly. He donated Rs. 5,00,000 to the Prime Minister’s 

Gujarat Earthquake Relief Fund though the then Governor of Karnataka, Smt. Ramadevi. 

Additionally facilitated a voluntary team of doctors to fly immediately to Gujarat for medical 

relief work – a prompt step that saved many a lives.



Sansaar and 
Sanskrithi

“Pooja is tired of this ‘Bahu’crap. It’s getting under her skin…”B.M. Rao is 

deeply concerned about the declining values of our present generation. Happy 

marriages are a thing of the past, found only in story books. Courts are flooded 

with divorce applications. Once upon a time, we were proud of our ‘family 

bonding’ which the Westerners used to covet. 

Today, we try to emulate the Western lifestyle : : aping the negatives (like 

transient relations) and ignoring the positives (like punctuality and discipline). 

BMR is apprehensive that neglecting the alarming value-erosion will usher 

in a calamity destroying our entire social fabric. Going back to the roots, he 

contemplates that we must pass on our traditional positive Indian values and 

moral wealth to the next generation…



Behind this 
Successful Man

B.M. Rao married Smt. Chandraprabha on the 23rd of February, 1964. She has been his 

greatest unwavering support and inspiration in the journey of life. One does not see her 

much in the ribbon-cutting ceremonies and in the celebrity circles, but she truly is BMR’s 

behind the scenes pillar of strength.

She has always stood by him like a rock. She has also helped in the upbringing of his 9 younger 

brothers like a mother. He proudly says that this noble lady has never asked him for anything, 

ever. Whenever he has contributed money from his funds, she has always encouraged him 

saying, “It’s your hard-earned money. Spend it the way you think is the best.”



The Revolution 
of Revival

When a child evolves into a successful professional he finds time for everything but for his 

parents who are languishing in some old age home. Now, who’s to blame?

B.M. Rao believes that today’s education solely comprises theory-based career-building 

rather than value-based character-building. A complete holistic educational approach is 

missing which is affecting the new generation – lost in their own world and out of touch 

with their core Indian values. Well, let us not beat about the bush: one may call it ‘old 

school’ but BMR strictly abides by certain values and principles which he wants each of us  

to preserve, nurture and pass on to the next generation for the betterment of our society.



A True Rotarian
B.M. Rao has contributed US$ 1,00,000 to the Rotary Foundation as Endowment 

Fund and Polio Eradication Fund (the highest contribution in R.I. District 

3020). His affiliation with the Rotary Club goes back to 1981, when he became a 

Chartered Member of Rotary Club of Pune Central. After retirement, he joined 

the Rotary Club, Kakinada, in 2004. Rotarians say that his achievements cannot 

be valued in terms of statistics alone. 

He has been a constant inspiration to his fellow-members and is talked about 

till date for his strong will, courage, and selfless service – a man who settled in 

Kakinada to help his birthplace but he is a global visionary. Among his many 

contributions, the Rotarians particularly praise him for constructing the ICU 

wing at Christian Medical Centre and an NICU at Pithapuram, dedicated to 

treating children.



Supporting the 
Indian Red Cross 

Society
B.M. Rao has received the ‘Meritorious Service’ award twice from the District Collector 

and a gold medal from Sri N.D. Tewari, the ex-Andhra Pradesh State Governor, for the 

exceptional support extended by him to the District Administration and the Indian Red 

Cross Society. 



Work is 
Worship

Hard work, honesty and commitment have helped 

B.M. Rao rise in his professional life, spanning over 50 years: 

beginning as a clerk in the Bhogapuram Village Panchayat; 

serving as senior administrator at TELCO (Now TATA 

Motors); running his own Publishing and Printing business 

– OMS Reprographic Services for 8 years; and finally 

holding the position of Advisor (Communication Design) 

at Infosys. He has received the ‘Infosys Excellence Award’ 

thrice!



sanskrithi hi:
rakshathi rakshitha:

Service to Mankind
“Manava Seve Madhava Seva” in Sanskrit means, “Service to mankind is service to God.” 

Once upon a time, this saying had great significance in the Indian Society. This saying did not 

pertain only to Kings and rich men but also to one and all. It is unfortunate that this belief is 

fast diminishing in our modern society.



Gratitude, the 
Greatest Virtue

The early days of B.M. Rao’s career, somewhere in the late 1950s, were full of struggle. After 

clearing his SSC examination, he joined as a clerk in the Bhogapuram Village Panchayat. 

Hailing from a Vysya family and being a strict vegetarian, he had problems adjusting in a 

predominantly non-vegetarian community. However, the locals helped him by providing 

utensils and other necessary items so that he could cook his own food.

BMR did not forget their kindness. Years later, he donated 30 Cents of land (about 1214 sq. 

mts.) in Bhogapuram which he had purchased during his stay, to the same community for 

building a high school.



Awards, 
Accolades and 
Honors
•	 The	Municipal	Corporation	of	Pithapuram	has	

identified certain areas and named them collectively 

as ‘Badam Madhava Rao Nagar’

•	 Received	the	‘Meritorious	Service’	award	twice	from	

the District Collector

•	 Received	a	gold	medal	from	Sri	N.D.	Tewari,	

the Andhra Pradesh State Governor, for the 

exceptional support extended by him to the District 

Administration and the Indian Red Cross Society

•	 Received	the	‘Meritorious	Service’	award	for	2010	

from Rotary Foundation, USA

•	 Recipient	of	‘Infosys	Excellence	Award’	thrice.

•	 	Recipient	of	titles	like	Nitya	Seva	Nirata,	Vadanya	

Sekhara, Vysya Ratna, Kalabandhu from well-known 

institutions.





Way Forward
It is never too late to wake up and do something worthwhile for our society. B.M. Rao’s 

dream is to motivate the young citizens of India, to be more in touch with the society, with 

Indian values, and with the real world.

Be the real Indian. Because your country needs you!



Sarve Sujana : Sukhino Bhavanthu !

Sarve Jana : Sujana Bhavanthu !



“What you do for the Family is your Responsibility.

What you do for the Society is your Duty.

When you are successful in achieving these two would it become Devotion.”

Badam Madhava Rao
 Abhyudaya Foundation

A Big Thank You  
to one and all !

– for their encouragement and support to me and to the Foundation.

My grateful thanks to Sri Paruchuri Narendra and Team Pragati for their  

excellent support to Abhyudaya Foundation all these years and in bringing 

out this book in a record time.

Badam Madhava Rao
 Abhyudaya Foundation



AbhyudAyA FoundAtion
H.No. 8-20-10, Chavalivari Street, Gandhinagar, Kakinada-533 004

Tel: +91 884 2360414, Mobile: +91 98666 72727
Email: bmr@abhyudaya.org
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